. Then I 1
‘& little private think.
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8. Doudney In Good Wonds,
may not mark them Iy the erowded ways
nolsy world forgets to blame or pralse
poor In spirit: yet they pass along
gh sllent paths, and ke them glad with song]
15 the Kingdom where Love relgis supeensy
m\h soars hgher tin the poet's dream ]
in the sunlight of clernal doy,

Dleased are they.

Gnrd known the patlent somls who do Hiz will ]
The monriers who ean snfer and b still,
Waltinz in silence for iz healing baln g
The menk, whosa hands shall ¢lasp the vietor's palm;
g&. hungry oues, whom 1o alone ean feed |

e merciiul ; the pure In feart and deed |
The pracemnkers—of these 1 hear Him say,
Llesseda ure they.

E_IM, we pray Thee that Thy light may shine

pon tho world throngh every child of Thine,

Into the haunts of durkness and distiess

They come with el the power B[ hilgsndness |

When Thon bast called thew to Thy purer sphere
fragrance of thelr fves shall Hogee hioes,

And through desth's sileace wo shall bear Thee say,

Plessed are they,

e THE MASK..

BY Riciann Malisn
I
‘Wigmukers have bronghit their arr fo sueh
perfection that it is diftieain 1o detect o T T
from real. Why should not the same siill be
}‘own in the munntactire of o musk. (huy
ces in one sense are nothing but masks, Why
should not the imitation te us gocd os the reality 2
Wihy, for instance, shoull not this fuce of wive,
a8 Yol sec if, be nothing hut a mask —a something
which 1 enn toke off and on?

She lald her two lunds softly owainst hor
clieels. There wus o ring of lmughter in her
voice,

“Sueh a mask wonld not only be, in the Lidh-
est sense, u work of art, but it would also be
thing of beauty—n joy forever”

“You think that I am Heantiful 2

1 eonld not denht jt—wuith her velvet skin jiat
tinted with the bloom of healtl, her littie dim-
g!ed chin, her ripe red dips, her ihshing toeth,

er great. inseritable durk eves, her wealth of
hair which gleamed in the sunlight, T tolid fer

BO.

“So you think that T am beantiful * How odd
=how very odd:”

1 eonld not tell of she was in jest or earnest.  1er
lips were parted hy a smile  Bot it did not

som 1o Ine that it was laughter which was iu

T eyes, '

“And yon have only seen me, for the first time,
a few Lonrs ago ?°

“Sueh lins been my ill-fortune .

She rose. She stowd for a woment looking
down at we.

“Anid you think there is nothing in ny theory
about—a mask ?

“On the contmry, 1 think there is o zreat deal
in uny theory voir may alvance’
A waiter Dronght e o eapd upon a salver.

Saentleman wishes to <o von, s’

T zlanced at the capd. On it was printsd,
* George Davia, Seotland Yard. " As T wvas Jookin: at
thq pivce of pesteboard she passed Deliad me.

‘Perbaps T shiall s vou acain, when we will
continue our diseussion nhont—a musi.”

1 rose and bowed.  She went from the veranda
down the steps into the wden, 1 taraed to the
waiter, “Who is thet holy

“1 don't know her e, sir. Shie cage 10 la
pight. She has o private sittinzpeom ut N
He hesitated,  Then Le noaded, 1 ain net surd,

r, but I think the ludy's vawe is Jayviws=Mrs

lynn."
“Where 18 Mr. Davis? Show him nte my
room.”

1 went to my room il awaited him. Ay,
Davis proved 1o Le a short, spare maf, with iron-
s whiskers and a quief, unassuming wuiner,
“You had my telegram, Mr Davisi
“We i, sir.”” _
. '!wlio\'u you are not unaciuainted with wy
“Knew it very well sir’
“The clrenmstances & ) cuse are so
Mr. Davis, that ipste?l of going to 1
oliee, 1 thought it hetter to at onte place wyv-elf
n communiention with headquartera,” M Davis
howed, 1 eame dowi Yesterday afternoon hy
the express from Paddington. 1 was alone in_ o
first-class ecarrinze. At Switidon @ young gentle-
man got in. lle seciped to me o be uhout
gwentyv-three or«lour years of aze, and unmis-
takably o gentleman,  We had some eopvessation

together. At Batl he ofiered me a drink out of
his flask. 1t was getting evering thes 1 huve
boen hard at it for tho last few weeks.  lgwis

1ired. 1 suppose 1
dreamed.”

“You dreaméd 7

“1 dreamed that I was bring rolihpd™  The
dotective smiled. “As von surmise, 1 woke up to
find that my dream wos real. Tt the eurions part
of the matter is that I am unable to tell you
where my dream ended, and whers my wakelul-
news  hegan, dreamed  that something  was
leaning over me, rifling  my persin—souis
hideous, gasping  thing  widel, in its
engerness,  kept emitting  short  erirs  which
wern of the nature of barks. Atthougn 1 sy 1
dreamed s, I am not at ali aure Ldid Lot o stunlly
me it taking pluee. The purs: Wis deawn from
my tronsers porket: something wus taken oy of
jr. 1 distinetly leard the ehink of money, and
the wse wans oinrned 1o where it was
hefore. My wateh amd ehain were taken, the stucs
cut of my siirn, the links from ug wrist-hiands
My pocketbouk was trented a6 v pirse el Do
e=toppething was tuken out of a1, wnd the book
returmed, My kerse were taken. Ay dressing-har
was taken from the e opened, and articles
were taken out of i, though 1 eould not s what
articles they were,  The Tug was repinesd on the
rank, the keve in myv r et ™

“ Didn't vou seo the faee of the person who did
all this?"

*Phat was the eurions part
bot 1 Mmiled. 1t seened to we that the face was
hidden by u veil” .

“"Phe thing was shnple enonsh. Wo shall have
to look for your yenng pentleman frienlt”

“Wait 110 1 have finished, B thing—=1 say
the thing Decwise, in my dream, 1 was strongiy,
nay, horribly vader the impression that 1 whs at
she merey of some sort ol animal, sume creature
of the ape or mondey tribe”

“Ther, exrininly, vou dreaned.”

«You think so? ntillo wuit a moment. The
thing, whatever it was, whon i5 rohbed me, opened
my shirt at the breast, and deliberstely tearing
my sicin with what wemed to e to he its talons,

ot ita mouth to the wi urd, and  gathering iy
nuh between its teeth, bt me to the hone. Iere
sufficient evidence to prove that then, ut least,

did pot drean.” ; :

I'nbuttontng my shict I showed Mr. Davis the

epen cleatriee. \ :
“The pain was so intense that it awoke me. I

fell asleep. Iu wy slecp 1

of it. T tried to,

sprang to my feet. 1 saw the thing."
“You saw it”" ;
a] gaw it It was eronching at the other enil

the carpinge. The door was open [ saw it

gr an instant as it Jeaped into the night,"

“ Ay what rate o you suppuse thee train was
travelling 7 :

“The ecarringe hlinds were drawn. The train
had just left Newton Abhut, “The creature mist
have been hiting me when the train was actually
druwn up nt the platform. It leaped out of the
curriage as the train was rostarting.”

« And vou say yon saw the face ™

«1 did. Tt was the fuee of 4 devil”

« Exetise e, Mr. Fountain, but yuure not try-
fnee on me the plot of Your next novel=just to see

g o 3

w1 wish I were, my lad, but T am not. It was
the face of 0 devil—s0 hitloous a face that the only
detail T waa ahle to arasp was that it had w pair
of eves which gleamed a1 me lile hirning coals.™

« \Where was the young gentleman ¥

“ He had disappeared.”

“ Precisely, And I soppose yoi did oot only
dresin yonu had been roblied 27

w1 has! been robibed of e wything which was of
the slizhitest value exeent cightecn shillines—ex-
aotly that sum Ll been left in my purse

“Naw, perhaps roun will give e thi deseription
of the young sentlemnn and his flask 77

w1 gwear it was not he who rohbed me”

“ The possibility is that he wits disgtised, To
my eye it socms unreasonable 10 suppose that he

ould have removed Lis disguise While engaged

y the very act of robbing vou., Anyhow, you

give me Lis deseription, and 1 shonldn't he gur-
it 1 was able to lay my finger on him on
spot.”

1 deacribed him—the well-knit young man, with
his merry eyes, his slight moustache, his graceful

manners. :

“Itf ba was & thief, then I am no judge of clinr-
soter. There was somcthing abont him which,
to my eyes, marked kim as emphatically a gentle-

%ﬂwll\'e only smiled. :
- firat thing I shall have to do will ha to
all over the country a list of the stojen
1 may pos<ibly treat myeolf to
‘onr story is rather a
£ r:l"d tﬁl;on later in t-li-e
may want to say a word or o to you sgain

shall ind vou here 2! :

that hewould, Whe-i hie had gone I sat down
a lotter., When I had finished the letter
og the corridor tosund the front door
hote!, As I was going I saw in front of me
» ra—the ficure of o man. He was standing
wnd :-‘i:' ln'-;ilr wis :ctlrnod ni\' w.ln_\u ‘]T“
something ut him struek me with such a su'ld-n
of recagnition that, stopping short, I stared.
1 must, vneconsciously, huve uttered
gort of exclamation, because the instant 1
th a quick movement he wlieeled

short, wi
round.  We faced each other,

on !” 1 exclaimed,
‘];n with a ery of recognition. e
1 thought, to.greet me.  But he hal
& step or two in my direction when he
in&?mu n his richt, and shutting

2 fn the train1!" I tokl myeelf.
Inn auy doubt upon the subjec

one, Mr. Founta:n.

&to|

t Lis

rsnrl']un

disappearance would have cleared my
dnubt away. M be was anxious to avoid u
meeting with we slh the more reason why [
shiould seek an interview with him. 1 went to
the door of the room which he had entered and,

without the slightest hesitation, I turned the
Lomdle. The oo was empty—there could be
ao doukt of that. It was an  ordinary  hotel

sitting toom, own brother to the one whieh 1
orenpred wyeelf, and, as | saw at o glanee, con-
tainedd mo urtiele of furniture hehind  whieh a
person could Lo conosnled Dut at the
side of the rootn was another door.

"My gentlemon,” I smd, *has gone through
that

Crossing the room, again [ tarned the handle,
This time withont result—the door wag Incked.
I rapped seainst the panels,  Instantly sone one
addressed e from within.

2 Wha's thar?”

The voice, to my eurprise, and also somewhat
to my diEcomforture, wis a Winni's

“ Foxeuse me, but might [ say one word to the
gentieman who has just enters lis room ?

“What's thur? ho are you?"

“['m the gentleman who calge down with him
in the train”

* What

The door opensl.
lady whom the waiter had siid he belioved
a4 Mrs. Jayues, and who had advaneed thint
cuptons theory about o mask  being made  to
jmiitate the human face.  Sle Ll o dressing
acliet on, and her glorious Loy wna Nowing
s over her shoulders, 1 was so surprised to
- hor thot for a moment | was tongue-tied
The sirprise seemed to be mutunl, for, with n
pretty aic of Lewllderment, glepping  back nte
e room she partinlly elosed the duor,

“ 1 thought it was the waiter.  May 1 awlz,

ir, what it = you want?”

Y1 beg ten thousund pardons: but might I
just have ane wornd With vour Lusband 27

= With whom, sir?”

“Your hushand.™

“ Ay husbund ?7

Agvin threwing the dovr wide open, she stood
and stared at we,

1 reter, madum, to the gentleman whom T
just saw enter the room.”

o =1 don't know if you intend an impertinence,
sir, or merely o jest.”

Her Lip euriod, hoy eves flashed—it wus Main

shie was offended,
“1 just saw, madam, in the corridor, a zentle-
1 with whom [ travelled yesterday from
London, 1 advaneed tn meet Lini, As 1 digd s
Lo tiemed anto yonr sitting-raom.  When 1 fol-
toweal him 1 found it empir, so 1 took 1t fur
granted he hnd come in liers”

*You are migtaken, sir. 1 know ne
in the hotel  As for ey husband, my hush
lLing been dead threr yeors”

1 contld not contiadict lier, yet it was eerfain
I Lad seen the strangey turn into the wutew
ronus. 1 teld her so

“If any man e A my sittingroom—which
was an umwarrantable literty to tnlie—he must
e in it pow.  Except youssell oo one his come
neiar my Ledpoon, tave find the door locked,
und, as von see, [ have Deen dressing, A you
<ure yoil Luve not been dreuming P

11 had been dreaming 1 lind been dreaming
with my evew vide vpen: and yet, if T had seen
the mon enter the pomm--ond I could have
sworn L had=where was Le now? She offered,
with seathing irony, to le1 me eximmine her own
anartment.  Indeed, she opened the door se wide
that I contd_sse all aver it from where stool.
it was plaiti enouzh that, with the exception
uf lwreelf, it had no eccgpant.

Anid yet, 1 acked myself, us T retreated with
wr tail o lttle Detween my legs, hiow eonld 1
hiave heen mistaken The ouly liypothesis |1
cordd hit npon was that my thonghte Lind been
o deeply engnged npon the matter that they had
wmade me the vietim of hallueination. Perhinps
wy nervous syetein had tem arily been disor-
ganized by my misadventores of the day before.
Anid yot—apd this was the final conelusion W
whicl 1 came npon the mutter—if 1 had not seen
follow-paseenger standing in front of we, a
crenture of fleah and blood, T would never trast
the evideace of my eves again, The wost ardent
chos-soer never saw a ghest in the middle of
Hl‘i Ay

uther

A woman appeared—the
wie

wontloman
nil

nt for a walk foward Dabbiromle My
nerves might be a Nitle out of order thongh
net 1o the extent of secing things which wers
nonevistent—and it was guite  possible  that
fresh pir and esercigse wmight do them good,
lapehed ot Halbbicombe, spending the afternoan,
ss the weather was so fine, apon the amshore,
i company with my thonghts, a pipe and @
hook., Bot, o8 the day wore on, b fei mist stole
over the lamd, and, asx 1 retnrned Torguayward,
it wag alweady ecrowing dnsk. 1 went buck by
woy of the senfront, As 1 wns passing Hesketh
Crespent 1 stood for a moment looking out ints
the glonm which was gathering over the mea, Aal
tooked T Yeard, or thoneht that T Leard, a sound
jast helimd me. As T heard 1t the blood seemed
to yun eald in my weins, and I had to eluteh
at the coping of the seawall to prevent my knoes
from giving way from uwnder me. It was the
sonnd which T had heard in my dream in the
train, and which had seemed to come from the
creature whieh was robbing me—the ery or hark
of some wild beast, 1t ecame onee, one short,
anick, gnepivg bark. then all was wtill, T looked
round, fearing to gee 1 know not what, Noth-
ing was in sight.  Yet, although nothing could
be geen, 1 felt that there wis something there
Eut. as the silence eontinued. 1 Lezan fo lanch
at myself beneath my lreath. T had not sip-
posed that 1 was such a coward to he frichtenacd
at less than a shadow. Moving away from the
walle, T was abont to jesume my wall, when it
eame pgnin—the ehokingy, breathloss hark—so 1
to me that 1 seemed to feel the warm hreath
apon my cheek. Looking swiftly round, T saw,
ahnost touching mine, the fece of the rreatire
which T liad seen, but only for an instant, in
the train.

11.

“Are von §1177°

W1 oam a lirtle tieed”

“Yon Jook as though vou had seen o ghost,
I am eaee you are not well”

I @id not feel well, T filt as though I Tl
soon a ghost, and something worse than o ghost
1 had found my wav hack to the hotel=how, [
soareely knew. The first person T met was Mra,
Juvnes,  Shie  was in the earden,  whirh
pan all round the building. My appearance sepmed
to oecasion her arxiety.

“1 gm sure you are not well Do sit down!
Let me zet vou semething to drink 2"

“Thanks, T think I will go o my own room.
T have not been very well lately, A little np-
sets we."”

€lip peemed reluctant to let me go.  Her soliei-
tufle was flattering s theugh if there had heen a
little loss of it I ghonld have been equally ean-
tont. She sven offered me her arm. That 1
Inuphingly deelined. T was not quite in sueh a
pitenns pllght as to he in newl of that, At lust
1 esenped hor,  As T entered my altting-room some
one rose to greet me. Tt was Mr. Davis,

“Afp. Fountain, ars yon not well 2

My apuearanes seemed to strike Lim as it hal
struck  the lady.

“1 have had w shock.
and order me some hrandy

A shoek 27 He Jonked
“What sort of a shoek

“1 will tell vou when vou have ordered the
brandy, 1 really am in need of amething to
revive me, 1 fapey my Tervous system must e
altorether ont of erder.”

He rang the hell T sank into an easy clair,
really geateful for the sunport which it afforded
me.  Althongh he gat etill, T was constions that
Tils eyee were on me all the fime, When the
waiter Ind bronght the brindy Mr. Davis gave
reins to his enriogity.

w1 liwe thnt nothing serions hag lappened

“It depends uron whats vou call eoriona™ 1
pensed to allw the apirit to take effect, Tt «id
s goond,  * Yon remember what T tald vou about

Will you ring the bell

By

at me onrionsly,

e strange sound which was uttered by the
ereature which robbed me i the train. I have
Lieapd thot sound again.”

windeod ™ e gbsorved me attentively, T T

thought he wonld he zeenticnls he was not, * Can

vou deseribe the sonnl 2
W1t is difenlt to deseribe, though when it ja
opes heapd it s imposeible not to recosnize it

when it is heard geain’t T shoddered as
thonght of it. “Tt js like the ery of some
will heast whem in a state ef frenzy—just o

shors, ferloy, hadf-straneied velp"

“May T ask what were the circumstances under
which von heard it ?"

w1 was looking ot the gea in front of Heslkoth
Croscont, 1 heard it elose lieliind me—not onoe,
bt twios, At the seeond time I—=T saw the face
whieh I saw in the frain™

I took nanother drink of brandy. T faney
that Mr, Davia gaw how even the mere ree-
clleetion affected me.

“Dn vou think that yoanr aseailant could by
anv possibility have been o woman i

“ A wompn !

“ Was the face you kaw anyvthing like that 2"

He produeed from his pocket a pocleethook, and
from the pockethook n photograph. Ho handed
it to me. 1 regardad it intently. Tt was not
a good photagraph, hut it was a stranee one.
The more T looked at it the more it grew upon
me that thers was a likencge—a dim and fugl-
tive likeness, but atill a likeness to the tace which
had elared at me only hall an honr before.

“ Tt surely this is not a woman 2"

“Tell me, first of all, il you frace in it any
rossmblanee.”

“1 dn, and T don't. TIn the portrait the face,
as T know it, is gross!y flattered, and yet in the
porteait it is eufficiently hideons"

Mr. Davis stord np e seamed o little gyeited.

“1 helieve T have hit §t!"

“Yeu have hit it?7

“The portrait which you hold in your hand is
the portrait of a erimmal lunatic who escaped
last week from Reondmoor,”

* A eriminal Junatie!”

As 1 looked at the portrait 1 pereeived that it
was the face of o lunatic.

“The woman for it Is a woman—is n perfenst
devil, as artful as she s wicked.  She wis
there during Hor Majostv's pleasure for o murder

which wus attended with details of horribly

eruelty,  She was more than suspected of having
B o hand in other critnws,  Since that portrait
was taken she deliberately bomed her face with
o reddiat puker, distizuring hersell almost beyonid
recoznition,”
“There 18 another eireumstance which 1 should
mention, Mr. avis Lo vou know that this
worning 1 saw e young gentleman, oo ?”
Pl ditoctive stured
“Wihnt vounz gentleman?’
“fhe young feliow who ot inte the train at
Swindon, and who offered me his Hask.”

“You saw gl Where "

“Here, in the hotel.’

“Ph devil you ubdt Amid you spoie to him?*™
“1 tried to.”

“Arnd bie hooked 142"

“Pat i= the odd part of the thing. Yun
will say there is something odd about everything
I tell yvou, and, I must confess, there is.  When
i"-n Telt e thge minining 1 wrote a letter: when

o weitten dt 1 fert the room  As 1 was goingd
along the corridor 1 saw in front of me the
youny man who wis with me in the train. v

SYon ape sure it owis he 20

“Certaint  When fiest 1 saw lim he had his
baeds to e, 1 suppose be heard me coming, Any-
how, he tarned, sl we were foee 1o Hee. The
peecenition, | belieye, was mintual, becanse as
advanced ——"

“He ent his Ineky?

*He turnpd inte o roo

w (O eourss vou follow

m upon his right."
wl him 2™

St 1 mnde no boies abont ft, T was not
three seconds aiter him, lut when I entered the
TOOMm Was ey

‘Empty 1 ?

“ 1t was an ordinary sitting-room like this, but
on the other side of it there was o door. trim
that door. it was loeked, [ rapped with my
konekles. A woman answersl.”

“A woman*”

YA waman !
out.’

“Wis she auvthing like that portrait?”

I lauglied,  The wdea of insiitinting any com-
parison between 1he horror in the portralt and
}Imlt vision of hedth and loveliness  whs  too
ueleronus,

wslie was a lude who is stopping in  the
hotel, with whom 1 ulready had had some conver-
1oantl who i% ahon s unlike that portrait
as anvthin e conlil possibly be—a Mrs. Jaynes i

hynes? A \!1*. Javnes il detectivie
Fit his finger woils. He seemed fo he turning
gomething over tn his il And did you see
the wan
“Ahat s where the oddness of the thing comes

she declape ! that there was po man.”
*What do Ao mean ™"
“Nhe declired that no one hind been near her
beddroom while sl lod been in it il thers
wits no ope dioat that partienlar moment §s he-
voutd o donh, becgnae she ll‘]«'llf'll the door to let
me see, D oam inelined to think, npen retlection,
|_'|5:IT alter o1l the wan way liave beein esnesuled
in the onter root, that I overlooksd him in my
Raste, and thet he made cond his eseape while [
wis knocking at the Luly's door.”

“ Tt 4F D bl a tinger in the pie that knocks
the other theery wgon the lesl,”  He nodded
towarid the portrait which I still was holding in
iy bl A man like that would searcely have
el o pal os Mary Brooker ™

“ 1 eontess, Mr. Davis, that the svhole affair is
womvstery 1o me 1 suppose that vour theary is
that the Hask out of whivh [ drank was drogiged 27

§ slionld ey upon the taee ol it that there
ean't be two doubts about thar. ™ The detective
stond redlecting 1 shiould ke to bhave n look
at this Mrs Jdoynes T will linve a look at her.
I o down to the ofliee hore, and T think it's
st possibde that T miny e treated 1o n peep ot
her voom,”

She not only answered, she eams

3

in.

When he had gove T wns  hounted Dy the
thonzht of that orvimapal lepatie, who was ot
loass a0l s thut she Ll Dwey able to

mi e good her eseape from Broadmoor, It wns
only \\'}Il"‘-l Mr, Davis had left me that [ disroversa
tlint he Ju'_rrl left the porteait belund Lim. 1 looked
ab it "\\llal u faes it was

“Think,” vid to myself, “of being left at
'I'ln!: merey of such 4 woman as that!™”
worlds Lad searcely left iy lips when,
wiarning, the done of my  room
L inst ns I was taking it for granted
was Alr. Dinvis e for the w
wialkesl the young man with whon T
vellid on the train?  He was dpessed ex-
netly as he been yesterdny, nnd wore the
s indedin Tt unmdstakalile  something
which denotes gomd bresling

YExetse o6 he obser as he stood with
the handle of the door in ene harad sand hig hnt in
the other, “hut I bel you are the gentlemnn
withh whom T travellsd yesterday from Swindon 27
In my surprise I was lor o moment tongue-tied
a I. il-l I:mI Hmlk I have wmndie a mistake " .

‘No." 1 said, or rathier statnered, “yor
not made a mistuke” * AR i

“Tt §s anly by a fortunate ascident that I Lave
fust learnedd thot vou are staving i the hotel
Pardon my intrusion, but when 1 changed ear-
ringes ut Exeter 1 defe behiind me o cigur-caee.™

“A rigar-cyse

i you noties it ?
have enught vour eve
and ane 1 greatly valued.

T 1honeht perhaps it mizht
It wos & pregent to ne,
It wmatelied this flask.™

Coming o step or two toward me he held oug
k] !I.m!..'—-ﬂu- identirnl flask from whieh 1 had
{Iirn:lk. I stased alternately at him and at lus
usk,

1 was not aware that vou ehnnge] carriages
at Exetor”

“T wondered if you noticed it I fancy you
wore asliep '’

“A singular thing happened to me hefors T
hind reaeclhed my journey s cod=u slogulae nnd
disngri Ie thing.”

* How do you mean °

“1 was rablpd,”

*Rohbed

“Did vou notice anybady get into the earringe
when vou, as vou say, got oug :

“Not that T am awere of. Yon kaow it was
pretiy dark iy, wodnd pracinens! is it possihle
that after oli it wasn't my imuagination 2

“What wasn't your dmigination "

He eame eloser 1o me—o close that he touched
my &leove with hie eloved hand

“ Do von know why 1 left the earriage when 1
dla 1 legt it beeannse 1 was bethered hy the
thonght that there wie sotee oue in it begides ug
two.”

“Some one in it besides ug two 27

“Some one underneath the seat. I wos dozing
off as vou were doing.  More than ones | woke up
under the impression that some one was twitching
at my Jera Leneath the seat, pinching them—even
pricking thom. "

“*Did vou not loak to sce if any one was thepe 7"

SYou will Iangl i me, hut=1 gupposs | was
gillv—sometliing restradned me. I preferred to
mnkr-l a bolt of i1, and becoms the vietim of my
awn imaginution.” )

*You loft e to hecome the vietim of something
hesides vour imagication, if what you say is enp-
roct.” .

All &t onee the stranger muede a dart at the talle
I suppose hie bied seen the porteait 1ying there, hes
canse, withant any gort of coremony, he picked it
up and stared at it. As | olmeryved him, coment-
ing inwanlly apon the fellow’s conlness, 1 dis
tinetly gaw o shudder pass all over hin,  Possibly
it was a shodider of aversion beeause, when he had
stared Lis 01, L tarned 1o me and askel:

: i :\_"hu, may 1 asle, 14 this hideous-looking ereat-
ire

“Phat is a eriminal Innatie who has escaped
from Broadmoor—uone May Brooker.”

“Mary Vrooker! Magv Vrooker! Mary Drooker's
foes wifl hount me for many o day.”

e Taid the portenit down hesitatingly, as if it
hinid for him some deendinl taseination wiieh mads
N reductant to let it oo Whally at o Jos what
to say or do, whether to detain the man or te per-
wit Lim to depart, T torme]l away aod moved
weross the room.  The fnstant Talid go 1 livaared Do
Wi me the sharp, frenzied zelp which 1 lad
heaird in the train, and whieh T had heard agnin
when I had been Jooking at the sea in frout of
Nesketh Cresant. 1 turned 18 on o pivol The
Fonng mnn was staring ot e,

s bd wou hear that 2° he said.

“Tlear it ! Of course T Teard 017

womd God' He was glinddering g0 that it
aoemed to e that e conll sesreely stand,  * Do
you khow that it was that sonnd coming from
underneatl fhe seat in the enrviage which mule
e ke a bolt of 2 1=U'm afraid you mist
enpise e There—thens's my earid, —1I'm gtay-
ine at the Royal, 1 will perhaps look you up
ngin to-moreow, '

Before 1 had recoversd my

presence of mind

sufliciently  to  interfere,  he had  moved to
the door and  was out  of the room, As
he went out Mr, Davis entersd ; they must

have hrushed encli other ss they pussed.

“1 forgot the portrait of that Brooker woman,”
Alr, Dhvis began.

“Why didn't vou stop him 27 I exelaimed,

“stop whom

* Dida't you see Lhim—the man who just went

“Why should I stop him? Isn't he o friend of
s"‘mrl“{?' tl ho t 1ed in tl

“He's the man who travelled in the carriag
with me from Swindon.® e

Davis was out of the room like a flash of light-
pine. When le returned Le returned alope.

* Where is he?" [ demnnided.

*That's what 1 should like to know.™ Mr.
Davis wipad his brow. “ He must have travelled
at the rate of nbout gixty miles an hour—he's
nuw!mm to be sern,  Whatever made you Idt him

ui

“ e lhas left his eard. T took it up. It was
ingeribed ‘George Etherege, Colissum P.'ln'h,' IHe
savs he is staying at the Royel Hotel, 1 don't
elieve Lie had anything to do with the robbery.
Mo eatme to me in the most natural manner pos-
wible to ingquire for a cigar-case which he left be
Lind Tim in the corringe. He saya that while T was
sloeping hie changed carrlages at Exater hecanse
Lo ruspected that eome one wus undernenth the

went,

“id e, indecid 27

w [l says that he lTi_rI not loo's te see if anyhody
was actuilly there ecause—well, something re-
atrained bim”

w1 should like to have a little conversation with

thet youpy gentleman.”

“1 believe he speaks the truth, for this reason.
While he was falking there camne the sound which
1 have deseribed to you before.”

“The sort of hark *" .
There was nothing to show

“The sort of bark,
trom whenee it came, 1 declure to you that it
of space. 1 never

apemed] to me that it eame out

«aw o man so frightened as Le was,  As he stond
trembling just where you are standing now he
atammers] out that it was hecause he Lad heard
thit sound come from underneath the seat in the
cartiage that e had deeided that diseretion was
the betier part of valor, and instead of gratifying
liis curiosity, had chosen to retreat.”

il

Table d'liote had commenced when T sat down,
fal ikl

My right-lianl neighbor was Mrs, Jaynes,
asked me 10 1 still suflered any il eftects from my
fatigue,

“ 1 suppose,” she said, when 1 assured] her that
all i1 effects Lind passed awsy, “that yoi have
not thought of unything of what 1 spake 10 yui
this morning—abuit my theory of the mask {

1 eonfessed that 1 had not.

“ Yo should, 1% is a snbjeet which i erotehet
of wine, and 1o which 1 have devoted many years
—msny curious yenrs of my fifw."

“1 own thut personally [ do not see exnctly
where the interest comes in, "

“Np? Do me a favor. Come to my gitting-
room after Jdinner, and 1 will show you where the
interest comes fn.”

“ How do you mean 27

S Come ol seel”

She amuacd me, T went and saw. Dinner heing
finished, hor proeecdings when together we entered
lier apartment—that apartment whieh in the morn-
fug 1 thought 1 hed sen entered, by my fellow-
pussengar—took me 4 Tittle hy stirprise.

»Now, [ am going 10 mike vou my confidant—
you, an entire stranger—you, whom 1 never saw in
my Hife hefore this morning. Lo a juslge of ehar-
aeter, and i you 1 fee] that I may place implicit
confidenes. 1 am going te ghow you all my AerTets
I ami going to indnet you into the hidele n mysteries:;

yout the mind of an

I nm goltg 1o lay bure before
jnventar.  Dut it dorsn't folliw beeanse I have
that 1 linve confidence in all

cantldenes in you,
thee world hesildes, so before we hegin, if you
pleass, 1T owill lock the door.”

As she was suiting the aetion
ventured o renonstrate. . s

“ Phut, my deay madam, don’t you think——

w1 think wothing, | know that 1 don't wish to
be taken unawares, and 1o have prublished what |
huve devoted the better portion of Wy life to keep-
ing seeret,”

Pt Af these o
noture, 1 assure yol-—-—

“Aly gowd s, I lock the door.”

She did, 1 was sorry that 1 had accepted so
hastily eer invitation, bt I wielded, ‘The door
wis locked.  Going to the fireplace shie Jenned her
arm tipon the mantel=helf.

“ DD AL ever ocenr to you,
possiibilities might be open 1o ud if, for
Smith eonld tgmporarily becolne Jonea 28

S don't i fite follow you,™ 1 said. I ditin’t.

“ suppose that you eould at will beeome another
person, pud in the charncter of that uther person
could move about unrecognized among your frienils,

what lessong you might learn?”
I murmured, * that they would for

to the word, I

tters fire of siel a confidential
.

shir asked, * what
jnstanes,

=1 muspeet,
the most purt e lessons of 8 dectdedly unpleasant
kind.” -
Think of the

“Carry the iden a step further.
possibilitios of # dual existence. 2
two distinet and separate lives. Think of doing
as Hobingan what you condemn as Brown. Think
of doubling the parts and hiding within yoir oivi
breast the seerst of the double: think of leading
i triple life: think of lescling many hves in one—
of being the ol man and the younz, the hishind
and the wife, the father and the son !

“Think, in other words, of the unattainable.”

“ Not unattainable! Moviig away from the
wantelshelf she raised her hand above her il
with n gestupe which was all at once drnmatice,
“1 have nttolped!”

“You huve sttained—to what?”

“Fo the multiple existenco, Tt i3 the sseret
of the mask. 1 Tolid myself some years ngo that
it onght to Fe posdble to make o mask which
ehioubl in every roespect o elosely pesemble the
lmsn conntennnee that it woudd be dillioult, if
ot geaposstble, even tunder the most friing con
ditions, T thies finlse face from thie renl
made experimnts 1 sneeeded I leurned the
seeret of the mask. Look at that.”

She toak o leather case from her poeket, A
stracting it contents ghe handed them to me, I
wak holding m omy hand what seemed to me to I
0 prepaption of some sort of skin—guolid-beaters’
skin, it might have bheen, O one slide it was
curinusly, und even delicately, puinted.  On the
other side there wero fastenemd to the skin somie
olddly shaped bosses or pads.  The whole aflnir, |
suppose, dld not wolch hoalt an ounce, While 1

Think of living

w samining 1t Mrs. Jaynes stood looking dowa
at me

“You hold in vour hand,” she said, * the seeret
of the mask, Cilve it 1o me.”

I gave it to her.  With it in her hand she dis-
appeared Into the poom beyand, Hardly had she
vandshed than the bedroom deor reopened and an
old Iwmdy eame ont

“ My daughter bege von will exeuss her.™  She

was a guaint old lady, nbont sixty years of aze,
with silver hatr, and the corkscrew ringlots of &
Lygons day. = My daughter 15 not very cePemani-
ous, and is so wrapt up in what she calls her ex-
n-rfm--nm that [ sometimes tell her that she is
wanting in copslderation.  While she is making
lier preparations perhaps you will allow me to ofler
yoli a enp of ten”
Tho old Indy careled a conister fn her land,
which apparently contuined ten. A tea sorvics
wos standing on o lttle sidetablp, A kettle was
singing on the hot,  The old Ly began to mens
ure ont the tea fnto the teapot

“We always earry onr own tea with us, Neither
wy doughter nor 1 care for the tea which they give
you in hotels, )

I weekly aequivseed.  To tell the truth, 1T wns
a trifie bowlldered. 1 had had no idea that Mrs
Javues was gocompanied by her mother.  Hail not
the ol ludy some out of the room immedintely
after the young one had gone nto it 1 should
have suspected a trick=that 1 was belng made the
gihjeet of oxperiment with the mysterions ~ mask.”
As It was, [ was more than half inclined ro ask her
it slie was really what she seomed to heo  Bot 1
decided—as it turned out most unfortunately —to
keep my own counsel and to wateh the seauente
of svents. Pouring me ont a cup of tea, the old
lady seated herself on a low chair in front of the

tire.

“ My danghter thinks a great deal of her experi-
ments. [ hape vou will not encourage her, She
?um-. frlnh‘l.enn me at times,  She gays ench deead-
ul things.

1 nlppﬂ‘l my tea and smiled,

:‘ I_{lurll think there is much eause for fear,”

*No ecause for fear when she tells one that she
miglht commit s morder: that o hundred thonsanid
people might see her do i, wnd that not, by any
.;:-a_.]lulny coulid the crime he brought home to
er !

2 Perhape she exnegerntes o little

'I‘I““ 5£|1-|I l|;||t]( that she ean hear 2

1w old Jady glaneed vound in the i

=% ':Mlmnm I 5l il in the direction of

“You should know botter than T, Parhapa it
would e as well to 1w nothing which y ot
not hike her to licar. ' = Rl
JtBot 1 must tell some one
She i--.lv.l'll it is u Inll'n-mn whe hl.

“Fodon't thinlg, if T were yon, I w 1
much attention to o deeam.* it

The old Ty rose from Ler seat, T did not alto.
gother like her manner, She eame and stood in
i;-rnn;ir me, rubhing hoer hands nervousiy, ane ovep
:l:;i;nli.".t Sk eertainly seotned consifersbly dis

“Sha come down yesterday from T,

Ve " v London, {
shie moys she drenmed that she tefed one of hnr’:-n\!
periments--in the train. "

- an Ilw triin ™

*And in order that her experiment
thorongh, she rolibed o man, o HigRY be

“Sha robbed 8 mant”

“And in hwr pocket [ fonnd this ®

The old lady helid ont my wateh and ehain! Tt
wns unmistnkable,  The wateh was a Lhuntor, 1
vomld s that my erest and monogram  wers on.
araveed npan the eape, [ atood up, The strangest
nirt of lfu- affale was that when T zuined vy foot
it seetaed as though something had hapens1 to
mv legs—1 could not move them,  Probahly some-
thing in my demennor struek the old lady as
nlrlll‘:{:n, She ,l:milvd at me. c

“Wihnt s the matter with von? Why ¢ n
1% =0 funng *" she exeladmed, ¥ yere

"'E:ImL is m;' wulh-h and ehnin, ™

*Your wateh and ehain—yours! Thea w f
S’ouhlnkn them 2° ERELWRY S

She beld them ont to me in her exte

» sniled palm.

She waa not six fast from where Tataod, vet | :mml
H'a: reach them, My feet seemed glued to the

L.

“1=1 cannot move

It frightens me,

Something has happened to

= Il':”r] it {s the tea, T

vrhinps s thn tea, wil
durlzlghtnr.} I 1 go and tell my

fore 1 eould say a word to stop her she waa
gone, 1 was fosfoned like a post lrt'v the ground
What had happened to me was more than 1 could
siy. It had all come in an instant. 1 felt as I
had felt in the railway earriage the Jday before—as
thongh T were in a dream. leoked yround me,
I saw the toacup on the little table at my side, T
snw the flickering fire, 1 suw the shaded Jamps: 1
was eonselous of the presence of all these things,
but 1 saw them as if 1 saw them in a dream. A
gense of nnusea was stealing over me—a sense of
horeor, 1 owas afaid of I knew not whate 1 was
unable to ward off or to control my feur,

1 eannot gny how long T stowd thero—certainly
gome minites—helpless, strugaline against the prei-
sute which seomed to weigh upon my brain,  Snd-
denly, without any sort of warning, the bedroom
door opened, and there walked intn the pnom the
young man who before dinner had visited me in
mf own spartment, and who yesterday had trav-
elled with me in the teadn, e ooy straight
aeross the room and, with the most perfect conl-
nees, stool righit in front of me. 1 oanld see that
in his ehirt-front were wy studa. When he raissd
Eis hunds I coulid see that in bis wristhands were
my links. could see thnt e was waarlng my
watch and shuin, Ilv was actually helding my

2
wateh in his hand when he addressed me,

“1 have only half a minute to . but 1
wanted to speak to you about—Mary Drooker. |

enw her portrait in yonr reom-you remember ?
She's what is ealled o eriminal lunatie, and she's
eseapedd from Broadmoor.  Let me see, 1 think it
was a4 woek to-day—and just about this time—no,
it's now a quarter to nine; it was just after nine.”
He slipped my watch info his waisteoat pocket,
“She's still at lurrw. you know, They're on the
Iookout for her all over England, but she's still
at large. They suy she's a lunatic, There are
lunntics at Broudmoor, but she's not one, She's
no more & lunatic than you or 11"

He touched me lightly on the chest.
my extreme «sgust at being bronght into physi-
enl contaet with him  that even before the slight
pressure of bis fingers my legs gave way from
under me. and 1 sank back into wy chair,

“You're not asleep?”

* No," I said, * I'm not asleep.”

Even in my stupefied condition I was conseions
of & desire 1o leap up and take him by the thront.
Nothing of this, however, wik portrayed upon my
fuee, Or, at any rate, he showed no signs of being
struck hy it.

“She's a misunderstood gening, that's what
Mary Brooker 1s. She has her tastes and people
do not understand them. She likes to kill=to
kill! One of these days she means to kill herself,
biit in the meantime she takea a plensure in killing

others, "
table at mr
.

Sueh was

Senting himself on a corner of the
side, allowing ofe foot to rest upon the grouni
he swung the other in the air.

“She's a bit of an actress, 0o, She wanted to
go upon the stage, hut they said that she was
mad. They were jealons, that's what it was.
She'n the finest aetress in the world,  Her acting
would deceive the devil himself—they allowed that
even at Brondmoor. Bt she only nses jier powers
for acting to gratify her taste—ror killing. 1t was
otily the other day she bought this knife.”

ITe took, apparently, out of the bosom of his
vest, a long, :.'!Rll'l'flll::. eruel-looking lonife.
w1’y sharp, Feel the point—ancd the edee.”

to held it out townwd me. I did not attempt
to touch it. It is probable that I should net have
sueeoeds 1 even it T lad attempted. o

“You won't? Well, I‘"'fhﬂll'-“ vou're rght, It's
not muel fun killing people with a knife. A
knife's all very well to nse for cuttioe them up
afterward, buf she likes 1o do the aetual killing
with her owi hands and nails. 1 shouldn't be
one of these days, she were to il

supprised i1, [ )
you. Perhaps te-night. Je s o long time sines
Whe killed angone, amd she pz hunery Sorry

Hut this day week she (‘.”('Itlr_lt'd from
as the cloeks had finished strilking niae,

L iR

can't sy,
Broadmoor 1
and it unly wanfs ten minites yon

He lonked at my wateh—oeven holiling it out for
e to s,

= Cioml-night.”

With o areless nod e moved aeross e room,
holding the glittering kuaite in his Land.,  When
Iy Pl thes heidpoom door D tirned and smilel
Raising the knife, he waved it toward me in the
air.  ‘Then he disappeiared fnto the inner room,
was again alone—possibly  for @ minite or
more | bt fhis t it seemed to me that my soli-
tiude sontintsd only for a fow flocting secomls,
Perliaps the time went faster b [ felt, or
thought T relt, that the pressive on iy hrain was
givime way : that [ only had to make 4n effort of
guflicient fores to be miyself azain and feee, The
power of making sieh un eflurt wis temporarily
Absent, hut something within soemed 10 tell me
that ot any moment it might return,  The beid-
room door—=that door W lieh, even wa T lonk hnelk,
arpme to have DTeen peally amd truly a oupor In
wime unpleasant dream—reopel Mra. Juynes
ame out,  With rapid strides sl swept dere
the roum,  She hasd something in her right hand
whirl she threw upon the table :

o Well,™ she oried, ™ what do you think of the
goeret ol the mask "
“ The seeret of the mosk "
Althion my limbs wore powerloss thronghont
all, I retained to u cerfudn extent the eontrol of
my own voiee,

“ s hiere, 1t 08 sl it le thine” Sl Di.l'T{I"t
up the two oljects w hiel she Biad  thrown upon
the table,  Ope of them was the preparation of
wortis sort of skin which she had shown 1o me he
fore, These are the nusks o woild not
think that they were perfect represent: ti uf the

hinmnn faec—thnt masterpiece of ere and
vt thiey are Al the world wonld he b b

thom as vort have et This is an old wi
fuew, this is the faee of o yourg man.”  As whie
el thetin up 1 eouhl ses, though still o littia dim-
v, that the uhjeets which slie dunglead batire my
oyos, w4 she sbl, were vorttahle masks, S0 per
et are they they maght e lwwen sikinned from
the fronta of livir epeatures, They are su i
litthe things, vot T have made them with what toil
PThey have Doep the wiik of voars, e 1wo,
st one other You s nothing satisthed
porfection. T have made hundreds to muke these
two, People could not make out what 1 was do-
ime. They thovzht that 1 was mnking toys, 1
toldd them that 1 was.  They amited at me. They
thoueht thar it was 1 ew phass of maliness
that be =, then in pndness there i more eool
during, uneanquernhly resolution than in al
snity. | meant to Conguer, wred T i
didl not dishearten me, T went steaizht on
u purpese to fulfils 1 woild have fultillsd it even
thoneh T shionlild have had test to die Wall, it is
fultilled.”

Turning, sho flunz the masks into thie five, Thew
wore immediately in flames. She pointed 1o them
o4 they hurned,

““The Inbor of the yvears is shon consumedd. But 1
shonlil mot have teinmphed had 1 onot Ty welils
dawnd with genins—the zenins of 1l aetor’s oyt
I told myselr that T would play cortain prrti—
parts whish wonli fit the mnsl<—nund that 1 woull
he the parts | played, Nt only across the frot
lights, not only with a certain wmonnt ol spaee
botwien my andlence and  mwe, ot enly for the
passing hour, lint, if [ ehoss, for ever al for ave
S oall thretgh the years | raedd tlieess parts
when T was not engigd n the masks That,
they 1honght, wis madness in ynother pliase e
of the parts,” she eame closer 1o med lior voloo
Yooame shrillor—"one of the parts wis that nf an
sl womnn,  Have you sen et ? She Bu in the
fiee.® She jerked her thumh in the direetion of
the firepliee, " Her part fs plaved—stie higd 1o
we that the ten was drunk. Another of the parts

=

waa that of n youndg gentlenn,  Think of my
pluying the wan’ Absupil,  For 1l 15 that
W ta b ilisgnlseds Sl

about & woman which is n !
alwaya reveals her ses when she piits on men's
clothes.  Yon natieed ity dia vea not--when, he-
tore dinner, lLe eame to yong when yon saw him
in the eorridor thls morning: when yester fay he
spont an hour with you in the train ? 1 know you
neticed it beeanse of thiese, ™

She drew ant of her preket o kandful af things,
There were my links, my studs, my wat deoamnd
chain, other preperties of mine,  Although the
influenee of the drog whicl Td been adminfstormd
o me in the tea was passing oft, 1 felt, even more
than ever, a8 thoueh T were an astor in a dream,

“The third §|:1r1 whivh [ choge ta play was the
part of—Mri. aynes "

Clusping Lt hanids
front of wo i an Attt

drnmatic, ) )
“ Lovk ut me well, Sean all my points. Ap-

praise me. You said that T was heautiful, 1 =w
that vou admized iy b, whileh Hows loose npon
my shontders " —she unloosed the fustenines af her
bavir so that it did dow lovse upon lwer shionilders—
“ gl Bloom npon my ehoeeks, the dimple in my
ahin, my face in its entirely, It ia the seoret of
the mosk, my frieml, the seeret of the misk Yon
ask e why 1 hove wittelied, amd toiled, and
wehemed to muke the secret mine, ™ She steeteld
out her hand with amn niaeaniy zestine. B PR
1 owistied to gratily my taste for killing. 'QIP'-lo-::!u'.‘
T might have Jkilled von: to-rebgghet 1 owall"

s did something to her heal wind dress, There
wie o rustle of drapery. It was like o cotjirer s
ehiange,  Mres Jaynes had gone, and fnstead thers
sfooidl before me the creatise with, as 1 el dde-
seribed it to Davis, the faee of o devil=tle tnee |
had seen in the train. The transtormtion i its
entirety woas wonderful, Myps, Jaynes was o fine,
statelv woman, with o awelling bnst e in the
prime of Hfe.  This was u i, SCENEEY CTentnpe,
with slort, eray haie—ifge if o day. Fhe ehangg
extended even to the voice, Mres Joynes hod the
soft, enltivited seeonts of o Luly. This ereaturee
shrieked ruther than spoke ;

W b serenmed, ©am Mary Brooker. It is o
woek tu-day sinee [ owon freedid he Bl
howrnds are every whers upon my traee, They are
drawing near,  But they shall not have we tll I
have first of all had you.™

she eame eloser, erouclimg forward, glaring at
me with o smaniae’s eyes.  From Ler lips thers
e thnt hidegus cry, Tinli gasp, halt f-elp. which
had haunted me sinee the day before had lieard
it in my stupor in the teain.

<9 geratehed you vesterday,
sucked your blood. Now I will
you ure mine.”

She reckoned without her host, 1 had only
sipped the ter. T had not, as I hiad doubtless been
intended to do, emptied the eup. T was again mas-
ter of myself: [ was only awaiting u lavorable
opportunity to elose. T meant to fight fir life.

she eame nearer to me and nearer uttering all
that time that blood-curdling wunri whichk was

wehind her back, ghe pasd in
i whiell was essentinlly

1 bit yon, 1
suck 1t dry, for

THE CALENDAR,

THIS 1S AN ARBITRARY DAY.

Camgtlle Flummardon, the French astronomer, resufs
rects an old m.d forgotien story apropos of the New
Yeor, Some twenty students werg celebrating the end
of the year by a dinner. During the course of the
dinner reference was made (o the old belief that at the
end of & eycle of 30,000 years everything is begun over
aguin, and the hope was expressed that at the end of
the eycle they would all find themsvlves at the same
hotel eating the same dinner, The landlord, who pre-
sided, cxpressed Lis profound convietion that they
wonld thus mest azain, and proposed the woast = Till We
Meer Aguin.® This suggested a brilllant thought to
the student who had been deputed to pay the bill,
and, addressing the landlord, he proposed that the bl
be allowed to stand untll the next reunion. The
Jundlord was somewhat taken abnck, but he was true
to Lis eonvictl and ¢ tedd, Hut ss the cashior
was joyfully putting the money back In bis pocket o
briltiant thought occurred to the landiord also, and he
sald : “Elnce we ghall be as to-day 50,000 years henog,

we were therefore as to-day 30,000 years ago 1™ “With. .

out doubt,” excinimed everybody. “Very well, genfle
men,” pursued the landlord, “ then you asked credit of
me then as you bave today. Pay me for the dinner
you had 30,000 years ago and I will walt 30,000 years
for the amonnt doe for this one.® It was done, and
during the rest of the evening there was nothing more
sald about the supposed eycle.

The speclol observation of New Year's Day has be
come 85 univer=al that muuy porsons instinotls ely thimk
of January 1 as in some way a necessury beginning of
colendar time.  ‘This, of course, 15 not the case, New
Year's Day is purely arbitrary, and the year has begua
on many ditferent days in various months, For a
long period it was fixed at the Annunclation, March
25, And the Inbabitants of Plsa followed this practiee
umtil os late as 1745, In another period Christmas
wis New Yenr's Day, and In another Easter was 8o
reganted. In 1304 Charles IX adopted the Jullan
culendar and axed the begluning of the year on Janusey
1. lut many eontinued (o follow the older Roman
custom of beglnping the Year on March 1. As may be
impgtned, these different usazes lead to inextricable
confuslon tn reading the old chronicles.  As Baster is
o movable fesst, and ean occur beiween April 25 and
March thera ars years which record almost two
complele months of April, as, for instance, the year
1947, The mu=t teuly sclentitic date for the beginbing
of the year wonld Le one of the equinoxes or one of
the solstices.  Dut- any scleutific miormation of the’
calendar = hapdly possible now, as the present arrange-
went bas 5o frmly cmboedded ft<edf In the recent his-
tory of the world, March L being the Itoman New
Yeur's Day, S plembet, Octiber, Nuvember and Decem-
bor were  dghtly  named, belpg respectively  the
weventh, olghtlh, ninth and tenth mentit in the year.
July was to nanwd in honor of Jullus Coesar, who e
formed the ealendar, muking Janary 1 the beginning
of the year, Then when Augusius Lecatie Emperor
the next month was naned Augist to please him. He
was not content with that, however, bt demanded
ihat It should have as mand days in 1t as thers wore In
Whenee comes the anomaly

in
- 8

the month of Jdolins,
of two moaths in st e<<'on with thirti-one dnys, whi b
s doulities pustled msny people, Tiwe extra day

was taken feom e month of Felrary, which pre-
vivtsly hod twentyenine days. The first four months
I e Roman Yeap were pamel aftee the divinities
Mars, Aphrodite, Maly and June, and the last two in
honor of Janus and Febrow,

Must peuple know that the ealendar yvenr 18 shorter
thiy the mean solar year by w feaction of ahivt &
anarter of o doy. This error ls correctod by alding a
duy to the year every four yoars, and that yvar ls
colled @ leap yene—n fither Inexaet teem, Anee, Ine
stewl of Tegping over or omittng o duv, one day 1
alded,  But the correction ol the error also results In
weror, Inasmuel as e solor year conslsts of b daye
5 hours 45 minutes and 47 12 secons, ‘The calendar
yemr 1o therefore 11 minutes and 3= 1.2 seconds longer
thaat e <o, nnd this cnises a ditlerrive wtween the
two of three days in 400 yours.  This eror amonnteld
tir et days I the thiee of Tope Gregory XIIL wilen it
wis peformed by dmopplng thes davs, To provide
peainet o shaglar erpas, noe cotitonnial year is (o be con-

A o lean vear utless four will g ko Lis st W
years 1700,

Hgtires without any remuliider. Thus
e and 100, wileh are lea Years a
s fIL lenp Years accopding to the
ran colendar,  But even thls does not nbviate
all error. At the end of 30,000 Yenrs there will e &
correction of two duys and ten hows o malie; but
that need not give us any se luis coneeri today.

Another Intepesting fact i thut the length of the
golar yese 18 by no means fixed, It varies by thirty-
clahit secotids nbove and thlreyelzht ~econds below the
pveraie. 10 0 1 slowly shorening sines the bes
sinnlng of the Chirlstian es. A man who Ins lived
a hundped yeats today las actially lived twonty mine
utes lems thun 8 centenaring of the ne of Augusius
and an o loss than a centennrtan of the time of the
Chinese Bmperw Hoang Ti.  The yuoar v shortest
tength WHE be A, B, T, wiilel will be seventy-six
tor than the vesre S0 B €,

of conrse nn avtiels ihot the beglnning of the year
ol not e wotich willieal st reference to that
verrrable and tresame controversy as 1o e proper Tes
cnnlrg and enid of a eentury. 1 oticr wo e, will thy
voug 1 belong (o the nloteenth ventuty o to the
pwentfet ! A Hitthe thouzhit will give o cloar answer
tip thint yuestion,  The fhi=t yvear of the Christan o
is Nnown i lstory as the year 1, and et us yoear
O, Therefore Ui flest century begin with the year 1
and ended Wi the year 1, The arcioil centary
Peaaty with the your 100 and eded with the yeur 200,
The pineteetth centuey begatt with the your 1~ and
whll end on Decomber 31, TN, Anud therefore the
twentietis eontupy will Lezin on January 1, 1001, This
14 salt by sometody at ke beginning of every year,
Pt there setmns always to be Just as urgent 4 nesd of
f. spealdiz of the Chiristlan ers, 12 may be
well to =iy that It was net in use fur o long time after
the Meth of Christ. 16 was suggested In the siath
contury by a mouk named Denys, surnamed the Little,
who Hved In Bowme, nud wio, it may be ohserved,
would g0 LY (ke name of Dennis Litde if he were
lving today. His sigestion was pot adopted until
the year s, aml then by order of Chariemagne after
bis  corapation.  Bue o ihe elentations of Denys
adopted at this time these was i orroe of four years,
which 1s perpettatad dn one present dite, the year
102 belng groperly the year 1500, Tt Is maaifestly
{ the ceror now, and besides 1t (8
not o matier of any peal imifortance when our e
beding, the main thing Wedug thnt every of should
agree on one date for 1L Biesides the eivil year and
1o solnr year there ane the lunap year and the e
elestastical yoeur.  The Itnar Yeap colisists of twelve
lanay months, oF 254 days, apd 5 I use among the
Jews pnd Madomeiaie. The eeclesdnstical calendar
15 Tunb-solar, belng pegulated partly Ly the solar and
partly by the danar year. The Hebew calendar i@
dated from the crvation, which 1s considersd o bave

taken W yoars and i months before the Chifs-
thn yieur is lunisolar and cunsisle
0r twelve Patiar monthis, ench of Wi i laas
twenty nine or thirty days,  The first vear b= colled
ordinary and consists of G54 davs.  The other yewr is
callist emindlatde aid oo ns ket duy<  In both it
14 sompe s e on duy wwee and semetimes o day
Tosws, It order Gt certaln fostivals msy full rm‘lﬂ"ﬂ"f
duvs of the week,  The Malwmetan e o datesd {rom
this HEht (legimd of Mihomet from Meccs 10 Moabitia,
whlel was in the niget of Thuesday, July 15, A Ly

2.

Nier Julins Coesar eefornd the ealendar, Jonus
1 wis obarvid as o holldey by tin»1 I:nmunl-l.w“;-b
ells N wple  generstly  relmined from utlon
tells how  people  gener i e o

suinids =l

saying

fmpossible 1o corme

e 1,5

Lhe J

andl strife af thit tine, and thore were spex
fnetiones dn the tempies, Later Wiltets ity that
pvpnees of New Year's Lay

among e spechal ol
Wap exciiEes of ¥

prvstnt=, FTLT A TTRETH
aobilibe L Brow el on iy
well as of e popular
pedwt 1, and Tertull
accustomed severity,
It ol nuomereds

L ake gdving and pecslving ot
sading snd foasting. Al hirst the
obmervance of this hollday, as
salurnalla festival owhich pres-
L invilghied agulnst [t with hls
e s0atom also presebsd against
rov incisl I?Ill:m.“. passed .-:u;'mé
acninst 1, Bat about the fli contizy It recelve
ﬂ:‘l‘tmlIHIM| n-.'.m the Chureh, not, indeed, ns New
Yanr's Day, but as the octuve of Chrdstmas and the
Fenst of the Clreumelston, and as such 1t is wtill ob=
served by the Chureh.
A et
A OUEEN'S GIFT.

From The London Queens . -
we Jate Queen Uigs of Wurtemberg has 1l
Ru’.ft:ilanul::ll-?utlmu;mf Pragoon  Reglment, of whick
she wns the head, all the siiver plate wideh she bad

her o her mardage and a suni of money,
brought with be¥ which 1e to be devoted to defraving
the cost uf the education of the oficers’ children of tias

to like the frenzied epy of some maddened animal
When her extended hands were ail hut touchin

me I rose uip and took hor by the throat, Sie haﬁ
avidently supposed that T wos still under the in.
fluence of the drug, hecause when | seized her she
wave o shrick of astomished vage. T hiad taken her
unawares. 1 had her over on her back. But I
soun fonnd that T lad undertalen more than 1
conbd carry through.  Ste had not only the face
of o devil: she hid the strength ofone.  She flung
me off as ensily a8 thougih I were o chill.  In her
turn she had mie Jown wpon my baek.  Her fingers
olosedd about my neck. [ could not shake her ull,
She was stangling me. . . .

She wonld bave styanglsl me—she nearly did
When, attracted v the creature’s hideous eries,
wideh were heard feom withont, they [ores] theiy
wiy into the room, they fiund me lving un-
consciois, und, as they thought, dewd, upon the
fl For days 1 hunz between life mull tenth.
When life did come baek again Mary Drooker was
anie more o0 inmate of e Maiestv's honse of de-
tentlvn ut lroadwoor.—(Gentlemnn's Mowazine,

. AL.BOXI'S BOME.
Paris letter to The Queen. :

Mme. Albonl's manson wns bullt by
vears ago, the nelghboring one, which she fﬂl‘lllﬂlg'm in-
Babited, helng also her property and now let to e
Roland Ronaparte. Tt 15 a charming residence, t?hl
hor guests last Thursday found It full of Mulhlt
flowers, the gifts of vierlous triends and admirers, oo
has made Parls her headguarters snee Py |
< first took up her abode In e Cours i Bl‘h_ltl;. o
for the Jast few Fedrs, helng somewhal lame, s ; the
seldom left home, spc‘n'iluﬁ the winter there an L he
ciminer motths In hee Villa Cenerentola At ki o
A*Aveay, cultlvating Ler flowers or amusing lgh B
with nesdlowork, at which -he I8 an adept, & ‘;
fond of athering friends about het anit has o ﬂ‘;
elrele of acqualniance, among whom may be ne
the Princesse Mathilde.

hersell some

4.——-——.
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